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ST. BASIL. 
These are few of the records of ecclesiastical antiquity 
better worthy of being studied, and we believe few less 
known by ordinary readers, than the works of St. Basil. 
Locked up as they were for more than two centuries after 
the discovery of the art of printing*in their original language 
(Greek), or only accessible through the medium of a bar- 
barons Latin translation, it is not wonderful that this 
should have been the case. But we think it surprising 
that no one in the present day has presented them to the 
modern student in his vernacular tongue. The learned 
Dupin, who was an earnest admirer of the genius and 
eloquence of Basil, appears to have had a great desire that 
his letters anil homilies, at least, should be translated into 
trench, and states in one passage that he had himself 
begun a translation of them into both Latin and French ; b 
bat we have never learned that he completed his design, or 
that his suggestion was acted on by others, probably for 
the reason which he quaintly describes as " the giddiness 
of men of this age, who have lost all relish for antiquity, 
and are pleased wiih nothing but novelty. True and soiid 
learning,"he adds, '-isnotin fashion in this age ; men satisfy 
themselves with a superficinlknon ledge of things; ihestudy 
of anything that is solid is laid aside ; antiquity is learned 
from the moderns, and 'tis rare for amj one to go up to the 
fountain head. This is a most deplorable unhappiness to 
learning in general, and 'tis to be feared that this super- 
ficial study of things will throw us into a worse state than 
the ignorance and barbarism of the preceding ages." 

We propose to give our readers a few extracts from the 
letters of this great man, perhaps the most interesting, as 
well as the most instructive, cf all his works, though no 
translation can give the reader any adequate idea of the 
dignity, purity, and eloquence of the original. Erasmus 
compares bis eloquence to that of Demosthenes and the 
greatest orators ol ancient Greece. Dupin characterises his 
letters as follows : — " The letters of St. Basil arc the most 
learned and the most enrions of all his books, and perhaps 
of all ecclesi.i-tical antiquity. They are written with an 
inimitable purity, mi jesiy, and eloquence, and contain an 
infinite number of things. There one may st c all the his- 
tory of his time described to the life, the different cha- 
racters of men's tempers, the contrary interests of each 
party, the motives which actuated both sides, and the in 
trigues which they made use of lor carrying on their designs. 
The sta'C of the Eastern and Western Church's is there 
described in lively and natural colours. He handles an 
infinite number ol qu, stions of doctrine, of discipline, and 
of morality, which he decides with much learning and pru- 
dence; and there we may find many edifying and pathetic 
letters of consolation and exhortation, and even those which 
are merely complimentary are full of wit and very sulid 
and useful thoughts. I have begun a translation of them 
in Latin and French, which I may, perhaps, publish some 
time or other, with note-.' c 

As our extracts must necessarily be L'mited, we purpose 
to confine ourselves to those illustrating the relative posi- 
tions of tbe Eastern and Western Churches, which are of 
great value on the disputed question ofr iho Papal supre- 
macy ; but before proceeding to them, it may be needful 

* We mean till the publicaiic n of trie Benedictine Edition in nv 
" SeeUuiin, Led. Hist., vol. i., p. -Mil, Uublin cJ. 17iJ. 

• Iliic, vol. I, p. 8->3. 



to give a slight sketch of the history and position of the 
eminent writer, who played no inconsiderable part in the 
ecclesiastical history of his time— a period of great import- 
ance, both with respect to the character of the questions at 
issue, and the taints and celebrity of the contemporaries 
among whom he lived. 

St Basil wasborn about the year 326 or -128, of Christian 
parents resident at Ctcsarea, the capital city of Cappadocia, 
in Asia Minor. Any of our readers who have glanced at the 
map of Turkey in Asia, during the late Crimean campaign, 
may have observed that towards the eastern .orner of the 
modern province of Caramania, where it approaches the 
shores of the Black Sea, there is a place known by the 
name of Kaitarich, which is all that at present remains of 
the ancient city of Caesarea — a city which, in the reign of 
the unfortunate Emperor Valerian. 4 is said to have num- 
bered 400,0il0 inhabitants. The Persian invasion, which 
occurred about 100 years before the period we are about to 
consider, had, indeed, considerably thinned its dense popu- 
lation,* in the terrible massacre which followed the suc- 
cesses of the Persian conquerors; but the inhabitants had, 
in the intervening period, enjoyed sufficient repose to recover 
their position, and in the time of St. Basil, Caesarea was 
again of sufficient importance to make it worth the while of 
the Emperor Vulens to visit it in person on more than one 
occasion, in his attempts to promote the cause of A nanism 
in the empire of the East. 

It was here that St. Basil was born, and received the 
rudiments of learning from his own father, who subse- 
quently sent him to Constantinople to take le-sons from 
the famous orator Libanius, and thence to Athens, where, 
having completed his studies, and contracted a warm 
friendship with a fellow-student, afterwards known as St. 
Gregory Nazianzcn, he returned to his own country about 
the yearSoo, where he for some time seems to have been a 
professor of rhtoric and a pleader. He subsequently 
travelled in JEiypl and Libya, and visited the monas- 
teries there, which so influenced his imagination, that on 
his return to Cappadocia, ho retired from h's uaiivcciiy 10 
a sequestered spot near Neo-Ca-sarca < n the banks of 1 tic 
Iris, arivcr which, taking its rise in the A* me ianim untnius, 
flows through Pontus into the Euxinu sea. There he 
attrac ed many others to embrace the monastic life, and 
was some time afterwards joined by bis friend dvgory 
Nazianzen ; but on the death of Eusebius, in WJ or 370, 
he was elected and consecrated Archbishop of his native 
city, Cavarea, where, in course of less than ten years, he 
established the title by which he his been universally 
known throughout the Christian world for lOOO years— 
that of St. Basil the creat. - 

We have already, in our article on St. Jerome,' given 
a brief account of the sad state of the Eastern Churches 
at this period. Not only were they extensively dis- 
tracted by the Arian heresy, which, under the patronage 
of the Emperor Valens, had gained a grvut eseeti- 
dancy. but even the orthodox ciiy of Antioch was sorely 
divided by rival factions, headed by their respective IM- 
shops, each of whom claimed to be Bishop of tli ,t impor- 
tant See. The two principal of these w, re Meletius and 
Paulinus, the former of whom, though lor a while 
banished by the Emperor Valens, was strongly supported 
by the new Archbishop of Cajsarea, while the latter was 
recognised by the Bishops of jEgypt and Cyprus, and also 
by Pope Dainasus and other Bishops of the West, That 
the living judge of all controversies was in error in this 
matter we have already shown in the article referred to ;" 
(or, while Paulinus was pronounced by Dama-m, to be the 
orthodox Hishop of Antioeb, Meletius was not only ac- 
knowledged by St, Basil, but ultimately recognised liy the 
successors of Pope Dainasus, if not by himself, as the 
true — not the schismatical — Bishop of Antioch, and a 
Saint in the Church uf Koine. 



<i Valerian fell iiuo the lianas of Sapor, Ku>« «f i'eisia, a.d., *ct) 
We are told lieu he whs . -\p i.ed in chains, l>ui ii.ve.ted with ihe im- 
perial purple, to iho mutuant', and that wlerx-ver ihe P. rsian 
monarch mounted on horseback he placed his tool o;. the neck 01' a 
liuaian t.niperor: am wti.n Valettau sank under ihe weight ol 
•haiije a' d gne:', his skin stuffed wan siraw, an.i form d into the 
Ike. ess of a heim.n figure was 1 reserved lor aee 3 in the most cele- 
IraicJ tetrple of i'cis'a. Gibbon duubia this pathetic tale, but aduoc. 
that Valerian, the only Emperor of ttorae w'e.o had eeer fallen into :lie 

'i..;:iisof the enemes, languished and died in hepe.ess captivity 

DecineanU Fall, vol. i,p 41*. ' 

c See the account in tiibbon, Ch. x., vo'. I , p. <Z9* 

r iia, ra, p. 2*?, 

* supra, p. 'i-1 



The earliest efforts of St. Basil, after his accession to hi* 
important See, were directed towards procuring peace to 
the Church. Writing to the Bishops of the West, he 
describes their miserable state in the East in the most 
lively and natural manner — " Our miseries are known 
to you, though we should not write them, being published 
over all the earth. The doctrine of the Fathers is des- 
pised ; the- tradition of the Apostles is overthrown ; the 
new inventions of innovators prevail in the Churches ; 
they treat religion as sophistcrs, not as divines ; the 
wisdom of this world is dominant, the dory of the cross 
is abhorred. The true pastors are driven away, and 
roaring wolves are entered into their places, who tear 
theflock of Christ in pieces; the churches are abandoned; 
the deserts are rilled with desolate Christians. The old 
men sigh when they compare the times past with the 
present, and the young men are still more miserable, 
since they never saw the good things of which they are 
now destitute. These things ought to affect those to 
pity who have learned the love of Christ,but what we have 
said of them is very far short of the truth : wherefore, if 
you hn' e any charity for us, if you be of the same mind ; 
if you have anj r bowels of mercy, come speedily to our 
help ; arm yourselves with zeal for piety, and deliver us 
from this raging tempest.' " This letter forms No. 90 in 
the ilenedicline edition of St. Basil's works, and is ad- 
dressed not to the Bishop of Home alone, but to the 
Bishops of the West generally, under the title — our most 
holy brethren, the Bishops of the West. ( Sanctissirnis 
fratribus ac Episcopis Occidcntalibus.) 

Again,' in a letter addressed to the Bishops of Italy 
and France, which was subscribed as well by St. Basil as 
by Ateletins and thirty other Bishops of I lie East, they 
describe their calamitous state still move at large. " Yotj 
cannot be ignorant, most reverend brethren, of the state 
of our affairs ; for the fame of them has gone out to the 
extremities of the workl. . . It is not a single Church 
that i< in danger, nor even two or three thai have (alien 
into this tempest. From tin." boundaries of Illyricura to 
Thebais the evil of heresy devastates us The infamous 
Arius first sowed the seeds which, nourished by many 
roots, have in our times brought forth deadly fruits. The 
doctrines of piety have been overthrown— the laws of the 
Church confounded. Ambitious men, without the fear of 
the Lord, have obtained the government of the Church. 
The more dreadful the blasphemies they pour forth, the 
more worthy they are erteetned to be Bishops by the 
people. The sacerdotal dignity has perished — there is 
a total failure of men to teach the Hot k iho knowledgeof 
the Lord. Ambitious men seize the money of the poor, 
and apply it to their own u.-e. Just judgment is no more 
— every one walks according to his own will. Wicked- 
ness has no bounds. The freedom of speech is denied to 
those who ought to rule. The defence of sound doctrine 
is only a pretext for an implacable war. The incredulous 
laugh; f'iii.h is placed 111 doubt, and ignorance obscures 
men's minds. Tho months of the pi us ate closed . every 
blasphemer's tongue is let loose. Holy things aro pro- 
faned ; the sounder people ll.v the houses of prayer as 
sellouts of impiety, and are forced to pray to the Lord of 
Heaven in solitu es, with groans and tears. With their 
wives and children, »ml even the ag il, they escape from 
tile wai s, and pour forth their prayers 111 the fields, ex- 
posed to the weather, tintl expecting a-si-tance from the 
Lord. . . It is, however, not the part of our miseries 
least deserving of pity, that even that portion of us 
wine > seems nio-t s.mnd in faith are divided among 
ourselves, it is, indeed, most likely 1 hat simitar calami- 
ties await us, as happened liirineily to tho.-e be.-ieged at 
Jerusalem by the Emperor Vespasian, who wt re not only 
pre.»scd up 11 by the Eotnan army iioin wMiour, but 
consumed by their own intestine factions and seditions 
within. 

" We hoped that you would have brought help to u« 
ere this; nor can wo believe that you have cast oft brotherly 
love towards those who are <t one mind wiih jou ; since 
you are disci] lvs of the Apostle, who teaches that love 
of our neighbour is the fulfilling if the law. We expect, 
theretbie, that now, at least, you will be stirred up to 



a •• si quod igitei sou ium e!ileaiuies, si qua coinir-.uuiciitlo Spiritns 
(■i qua commiseration's \iscera, ad tereialas nntili soppetias concite 
mini. Anipite tstudum olenitis, &.'.'— Lias. Opera., loin, til., p. 25t 
2 CO. Hen. Ed. lSSll. 

' Idem, Epistle Si, p. LC>. 
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seal for the troth and compassion towards us, when yon 
learn all that has hitherto Dot reached your ears, from our 
most religions fellow minister Sabinus, who can tell you 
in person whatever we have passed over in this letter, and 
hy whom we entreat you, that you would put on bowels 
of mercy, and, laying aside all sloth, undertake this labour 
of love, and that neither the length of the journey, nor 
your occupations at home, nor any other human considera- 
tion, may deter you. . , . Hasten, therefore, we pray 
you, brethren most akin to us (fratres gerroanissimi ), stretch 
out your hands to us, prostrate on our knees. Do not suffer 
one half the world to be swallowed up by error, nor allow 
the faith to be extinguished among those, among whom the 
light first shone forth. What is needful to be done to suc- 
cour us, and the mode in which you can show your piety 
•uwaads thow who are troubled, it is not necessary that 
yoa should learn from us ; the Holy Spirit Himself will 
■suggest it to you. But, assuredly, there is need of speed 
to preserve those who remain in the faith, and the presence 
<of many brethren is needful, who may come to fill ttp the 
Mmber ef the Synod, and who, not only by the personal 
height of those who send them, but also by their own 
atctual number may have power and authority to amend 
<he state of affairs, restore the faith written by our fathers 
atNicam, extirpate heresy, and restore peace and unity to 
toe Church.! 

A similar letter, written by Basil alone to the Bishops 
isf Italy and Gaul (forming Epis. 243 in the Benedictine 
«&, p. 539), thus touchingly addresses them : — ■' When our 
Xord Jesus Christ deigned to call the universal Church of 
<3rod His own body, He made us severally members one of 
■mother ; He also imposed on us all a necessary doty towards 
'•■oh other, according to the concord which should exist 
*BK>ng members ; whereupon, alt hough we are separated 
"wry far from one another in our places of abode, yet, by 
(taason of oar being thus joined together, we are mutually 
■neighbours. Since, therefore, the head cannot say to the 
tfeet, I hare no need of you ; neither, indeed, can you re- 
Jet* as as foreigners, but you will grieve as much at the 
^afflictions to which u>e are subjected for our sins, as we re- 
joice with you who glory iu the peace bestowed oa you by 
Hhe Lord. More than once we have called upon your love, 
Vogire us aid and pity ; but as vengeance was not yet 
4slfilled, it was not given you to be roused up to assist 
ta. For this we chiefly desire that the disturbance of our 
Wftaire should make known your works of piety to the 
Emperor himself. But if that should be difficult, at least 
•lit messengers come to us from yon, who may visit and 
*tnmsoie the afflicted, when they see the misery of the East 
with their own eyes, which can scarcely be believed 
through the ears ; for no language ran be found which 
«ould adequately express to you the true state of our 
«ffairs." He then proceeds, as before, to paint their dis 
«strous state in the most vivid colours, and warns them 
that even a regard to their own interest ought to induce 
them to pray more urgently to the Lord that tie would be 
•reconciled to them. " For we are indeed afraid lest this 
•increasing evil, like a flame pervading an inflammable ma- 
terial, after it has consumed those things which are nearest, 
should reach also those which are more remote. The 
evil of heresy consumes us, and the fear is, lest having 
Hlevoured our Church, it should then creep on, even to the 
«ound part of your dioceses. It may, perhaps, be that 
^because sin has abounded among us, we first should be 
delivered np as food to the cruel teeth of the enemi-.-s of 
<iod. Perhaps, also, what is still more likely, that, since 
•he Gospel of the kingdom, which derived its beginning 
from onr parts, has spread throughout the whole earth, 
therefore the common enemy of our souls is strug- 
gling to effect that the seeds of falling away, having taken 
its rise from the same place, should thence be dif- 
fused over the whole world. Therefore, reflect upon our 
afflictions, as true disciples of the Lord. . . Stretchout 
your hand to the Churches tossed with the tempest, lest, 
being abandoned, they should altogether suffer the ship- 
wreck of the faith. Mourn and lament for our cause, 
for the ' Only Begotten' is blasphemed, nor is there any 
one to oppose it. The Holy Spirit is rejected, and he 
who would rebuke or confute it is put to flight. Poly- 
theism has become dominant. There is a great God ac- 
■fcording to them, and a little one. The Son is not the 
name of a nature, but an appellation, merely, of a certain 
dignity. The Holy Spirit is n >t part of the Holy Trinity, 
nor a partaker of the divine and blessed nature ; but is 
thought, rashly and fortuitously, a mere created being, 
Added to the Father and the Son. . Oh! who will 
give water for my head, and a foun'ain of lean for 
my eyelids (Jeremiah ix. 1), and I will weep for many 
Hays for a people impelled to destruction by fcuch wicked 
doctrines. The ears of the simple are seduced, already 
accustomed to heretical pravity. The children of the 
Church are nourished in doctrines of impiety. Baptisms, 
the visitation of the sick, the consolation of those who are 
in sorrow, the communion of the holy mysteries, all ad- 
ministered by heretics, are a bond of concord between 
them and the people ; so that in a short time, even if 
liberty be given, there will be no hope that men long held 

J At eerte celeritate opus e*t ad cos, qui supersunt. servaodoa, ct 
plurimnm fr,.trum pravcutia, ut Synodi mimerum expleanr, qui hue 
advent, ot; nt lion anlum as eoutni qui miscnut gravitate, eed etiam 
«x boo ipsurum Jtumero p< 'nilus utquu aucturiutem ad r,semend.in- 
<«»s iiubeant ; quiet (idem In Nicaji a i;ostris patriiius scripntm in- 
•taurent, tt lueresim j roeribunl et ecclesiis loquanuir pafeinca, eos 
qui Went teaiiunt, ad coucordiaui ajduccutua." —id. torn. UU p. 265. 



in a deceitful thraldom will again be recalled to an ackow- 
ledgment of the truth. For these causes it behoved 
many of us to go to you, »nd that each should he the 
narrator of his own distress. But now this very thing 
may be a proof to you of the affliction in which we live, 
that we have no power of undertaking the journey. For 
if any of us, even for the shortest period, shou'd absent 
himself from his Church, he would leave his people open 
to be seduced by these insidious men. But, by the grace 
of God, we have been able to send one in the place of 
many, our well-bel >ved and most religious fellow pres- 
byter, Doretheus, who will supply whatever has escaped 
us in our letters, since he is fully acquainted with the 
whole state of things, and is a defender of the right faith. 
Receive him in peace, and quickly send him back, and 
let him bring with him the welcome message of your 
zeal to assist your brethren." ' 

We pause here for a moment to observe how widely 
both the tone and language of these letters differs from 
what it must have been, if the supreme authority of the 
Bishop of Rome had been the belief of the universal 
Church, or even of St. Basil himself. That he believed 
the Western Churches, indeed, to be untainted with the 
Arian heresy is piain, but that there was any authority iir 
the West which could set things right in the East, beyond 
the influence of personal exhortation, or outvoting the 
Easterns in point of numbers in a general synod, there is 
not a trace of evidence in any of these letters. 

Nor was it to the Western Bishops alone that he ap- 
plied for aid; for we find him in another epistle (No 203, 
Ben. Ed. ). addressed to the Bishops of the Sea coasts and 
the Isles (probably the Bishops of Pontus and the dis- 
tricts adjoining the Black Sea), complaining that they 
had sent no one to him for the relief of their miseries, 
and praying them to send deputies and letters of com- 
munion. "I have been waiting a long time, in the 
hopes that your love would induce you to visit us. You 
cannot be ignorant that we are placed here as prominent 
rocks in the sea, to receive the fury of the waves of the 
heretics, which, when they have broken upon us. do not 
wash over those who are beyond. I say not this as re- 
ferring to human strength, but to the grace of God, who 
declares H is power in the workings of men As the pro- 
phet Jeremiah gays, speaking in the person of our Lord, 
" Will ye not fear me, who have placed the sand as the 
borders of the sea ?" For by the sand, of all things the 
most weak and vile, the Almighty has restrained the 
vast and mighty ocean. Since, therefore, our affairs are 
thus, it was fitting that you should continually of your 
love send us some of your brethren to visit us in our af- 
fliction, and I hat friendly letter* should reach us more 
frequently, which partly might confi m our zeal, and 
partly correct, if in anything we have offended. For we 
do not deny that we are obnoxious to innumerable errors, 
since we are men, and live in the flesh. . . Nor ought 
this thought to detain you, * We inhabit the maritime 
parts, and are beyond the reach of the sufferings of many, 
nor require external aid ; therefore what need have we of 
communion with others ?' The Lord, indeed, divided 
the islands from the continent by the sea ; but He united 
the inhabitants of the islands with those of the continent 
by the bonds of charity. Brethren, nothing divides us 
from one another, except we are separated by the feelings 
of our minds. We have one Lord, one faith, one hope. 
If you consider yourselves the head of the universal 
Church ; sti I, the head cannot say unto the feet, we have 
no need of you. Or if you place yourselves in any other 
order of the members of the Church, you cannot say to 
us, who are consisting in the same body, we have no 
need of you. For the one band has need of the other, 
the one foot strengthens the other, and the eyes by 
their uni»n see more perspicuously and clearly. We, 
then, confess our weakness in these things, and solicit 
your union and confederacy. . .Do not, therefore, 
most reverend brothers, let your charity wax cold ; but 
rather console us for the present with letters of peace 
and friendly salutations, as it were soothing by their 
mild contact the wound of our breasts, which you have 
caused us by your past carelessness. And if you will visit 
us in person, and yourselves examine our diseases, 
whether they are such as you have heard, we are ready 
to receive you with all humility (supinis manibus), and 
expose ourselves to the most diligent scrutiny ; only let, 
charity rule in all things which are done ; or if you wish 
to fix on any place where we can perform this duty of 
visiting you, and may exhibit ourselves, as much as may 
be, to your approval, so that both the past may be healed, 
and in future no opportunity for calumny arise, and 
it shall be done. . . I write not this alone, but send it 
with the concurrence of all my brethren in Cappadocia, 
who have required me not to trust to letters merely, hut to 
send a fitting man. who, by the prudence which he pos- 
sesses by God's grace, may supply what we have omitted 
in this epistle. We send, therefore, our most beloved 
and religious brother, Peter, our fellow-presbyter, whom 
we ben you both to receive in love and to dismiss in 
peace back again, that he may be the messenger of good 
to us." k 

If St. Basil and the Bishops of Cappadocia had written 
in these terms to Pope Damasus, what an argument would 
have been deduced from it in favour of Roman supremacy ! 
a nd w ith how little real ground in truth or reason. They 



* Basil, Epis. 203, torn, iii., p. 435-8. 



sought aid earnestly and humbly, indeed, but as brethren 
iu Christ had the privilege to do, not as inferiors at the 
hands of a sovereign. 

There are several other epistles of St Basil addressed to 
the Bishops of the West (roic oWu-oIc.), all written with 
the hope of getting some assistance from them towards the 
reconcilement of their disastrous dissensions in the East 
which Basil never fails to paint in the strongest colours ; 
none of which, however, give the slightest countenance to 
the notion that there was any jurisdiction or power in the 
Church of Rome to set tie the controversy then raging; but, 
on the contrary, give such special reasons for desiring their 
assistance as are quite inconsistent with the idea of supe- 
riority or supremacy. 

The nature of the influence bv which he hoped that the 
interference of the Western Bishops might have such a 
healing effect, appears clearly from these letters not to have 
been any legal right which they had to act as mediators, 
much less any divine authority to settle controversies in the 
Church, but to their being impartial strangers, not mixed 
up with their local rivalries. •' For," says he (in epistle 
263, rote IvrtKoli, Occidentalibus), " what we say is sus- 
pected by many, because we are despised on account of 
private rivalries. But you have so much the greater weight 
with the people, as you live the farther fromthem, over ami 
above the assistance which God's grace gives you in suc- 
couring those who are in trouble." 1 So again, in epistle 
242, also addressed rote Svntoic. p. 538. torn, iii., be " be- 
seeches them to send some one to admonish the orientals 
concerning the rewards reserved for those who suffer far 
Christ t lor the voice of those they are accustomed to i* 
not used to bring so much comfort as that of Aflranger, es- 
pecially of a man coming from men renowned everywhere 
by the grace of God, such as fame reports you to be to all 
men, as those who have remained sound in the faith, and 
have preserved inviolable the apostolical deposit. Come, 
therefore, most beloved and wished for, as the physicians 
of the wounded, but the encouragers of those in health ; 
recalling what is sick to health, and what is sound inciting 
to piety."" la this like an appeal to an acknowledged 
head of the universal Church and supreme judge of con- 
troversies ? 

Can any one read such letters, and believe that fhe 
writer was addressing ihe divinely appointed and uni- 
versally acknowledged Vicar of Christ upon earth ? 

These many and stirring appeals to the brotherly lot* 
of the Western Bishops seem, however, to hare produced 
no effect beyond one or two letters of condolence and 
comfort, and no effectual means were set on foot to help 
them. As the learned and accurate Dr. Cave, in his 1Mb 
of St. Basil." quaintly expresses it, " The Western 
Prelates sat quiet and warm at home, and eared not to 
burn their fingers in such a troublesome fire, especially 
at that distance, where such a journey was to be under- 
taken, and, therefore, left them to scuffle it out, and end 
the matter as well as they could.'' And that, be it 
remembered, when no less a question was at stake than 
the belief of Christendom in the divinity of our blessed 
Lord and the Catholic doctrine of the Trinity itself. 

Nothing could exceed the dissatisfaction and disap- 
pointment of St. Basil at this supineness and indifference 
of his Western brethren, and, accordingly, when he 
finds that his heart-stirring appeals to them were all in 
vain, he over and over again complains grievously of 
their supineness as well as of their arrogance and 
pride. "How comes it" (says he, in Epistle 242, 
sect. 2, p. 537) "that no letters of consolation, or 
broiherly visits, nor anything else which was due to us 
by the law of love, have reached us, though it is nearly 
thirteen years since this heretical war began among us, 
in which time more afflictions have befallen the Churches 
than are recorded to have happened since the time of the 
Gospel of Christ was first made known."" 

Again, writing to Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata (Epist. 
239, p. 533), lie says: — " But you yourself have learned 
concerning things iu the West, from our brother Doro- 
theus, to whom, on his departure, such letters were given. 
Perhaps, also, he will join himself as a companion to out- 
beloved Sanctissimus, who is inflamed with great zeal, and 
travels through the East, collecting subscriptions and let- 
ters from whoever are the most distinguished. I, indeed, 
doubt what ought to be written by them, or how con- 
ference is to be effected with the writers; but if you speedily 
shall discover it, do not hesitate to explain it to us. The 

1 " Nam sr rmo nosier suspect us eat pluribns, quasi forte ob privatss 
quasdam simulates exlli et jejuuo in illos animoaimus. Vos vero 
quatitu ab Hits longius degltis, tanto majorera upud p ipnlos babetis 
uucrTitatem, piteteiqoamquoU Dei etiam gratia vos adjuvat ad rac- 
ni'reiiduni lit qui rexantur. Quod si etiam concordi animo plural 
simui eadem decernetis (tfoy/iurifrj/r*), perepicuum eat xnulutiubV 
nem decementium omnibus persuasuram, ut decreium citra controver- 
alftm t-usclptam."— Basil, torn, iii., p. 5s7. 

m ' Dbsecrarausitaque, Qt vel nunc undent porrigatis manure Orlea- 
talibusEcclesiisjam iugei,ua intliriatis, et initiates qui admoneant do 
re*ervatia ob mala pro Christo tolerata piffinliia. Non en im tan nun 
censueta oratio efflwre, quantum peregirna vox solet aftV-r- solatii, 
presertim ab hona-nilms veuiem ubiaue proclarisstmsm in partem 
Dei gratia ci<gniti», quale* vos fama omnibDB homitiibus annnnilat, 
ut qui permanseritis fide illassi, apostohcumqne depo&ltnm Inviolablui 
servaveriiis ..... vos, o (iileetisslmi nobis et optaiissimi. 
Sinclorum quide •* sitis medici, sanorom vero horratores ; quod ■gro- 
turn est ad s.iniratcm revocantes, et qood santrm incitantes ad pieta- 
tem."— Basil iii,, p. 538, Epl*. 242, see 3. A D 376. 

* History ,f the Primitive Fatlii n, vol. ii., p. 246. 

* " Qui tit igilur, ut non litters? consolation is, non fratrnm vIsitaHa, 
non aliud qnidqu^m eorum. qoas nobis ex dllertionis leee debentar, 
evenerit ? Jam enim annu. decmu^ tertius est, ex quo I'ajrytlcmn 
in noa btllum exoriuat est."— Basi , vel. iii., Ep. W7, p. S42, «. J, 
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words of Diotnede have, indeed, come into my mind — | 
* Would that you had not besought him, for the man is 
haughty and proud.' 1 ' tor, in truth, elated minds, when 
they are obsequiously cultivated, are only accustomed to 
become more arrogaut. For if the Lord shall be appeased 
towards us, what other aid do we want ? But if the 
■wrath of God shall continue, what succour can we expect 
from Western pride ? men who neither know the truth, 
nor wish to learn it, but, preoccupied with false suspicions, 
do now the same things as they did before in the case 
of Marcelius, when they rebuked the men who were 
telling them the truth, and strengthened the heretics by 
their acts. I myself wished, contrary to the usual form, 
to write to their leader (dur&v roj Koptickuij), meaning 
Damasus, then Bishop of Home) ; not, indeed, concerning 
the affairs of the Church, unless I might have somewhat 
obscurely insinuated that they neither knew the truth 
concerning our affiiirs, nor took the way by which 
they could learn them ; and generally admonished him 
that men who were vexed with temptationsought not to be 
insulted, nor was pride to be esteemed dignity, but a sin 
■which has this privilege alone, that it makes men enemies 
to God.'" 1 It is worthy of remark here how poinlc dly he 
calls Damasus " their" Coryphaeus, meaning the leader 
of the West, instead of " Vicar of Christ and head of the 
universal Church," as Popes still more proud in later 
ages have claimed to be by aDivine institution, which they 
assert to bejis ancient as Christianity itself. 

We learn from Baronius that Basil elsewhere expressed 
his strongest resentment against the Western Cliurch ; that 
"he hated ihe pride of that Church ;'' r and we 6n<l him 
also in a letter to Count Tcrentius (Epist. 214, p 4G3) im- 
puting to the Western Church culpable ignorance of the 
state of religion in the East, and especially for having 
given letters of communion to Paulinus, in opposition to 
Sleletius, the true Bishop of the Church of Antioch, whom 
he declares he can never desert, nor think the questions 
trifling or of small moment to piety about which that dis- 
sension originally began. 

St. Basil's disappointment at the supineness of the 
Western Bishops in succouring their suffering brethren 
in the East was probably the greater, because it ap- 
pears from another letter of his that the idea that good 
might be done in that way originated with himself. The 
following extracts are worthy of seriousattention:— " I have 
of late," writes Basil, addressing Atlianasius, "bethought, 
according to my moderate knowledge of things, of one 
way by which our Churches might be aided : if the Western 
Bishops would concur with us ; for if tliey were willing to 
show, for the sako of our diocese, the care which they have 
Used towards those who have been detected in one heresy 
or another in the West, perhaps it might yield some bene- 
fit to the common welfare, since the Emperor reverences 
the authority of numb, r.i, and the people every where are 
disposed to follow the majority witiiout hesitation.* But 
who would be more influential in executing such a design 

than thee ? Who more venerated than 

thy hoary head in all the West ? 

Sen. i, therefore, some men from thy hnly Church, who 
are powerful in sound doctrine, to the Western Bishops ; 
explain to them the calamities with which we are op- 
pressed, suggest this method of relief; thou mayst be- 
come a Samuel to the Churches, &c, &c." " In this pis. 
sag*-," says Bishop Hopkins,' *• you clearly see how dis- 
tinct were the Churches of tlu Eastern Empire from those 
of tlie West in the days of Basil. There is net here the 
least allusion to the authority of one common rul«r at 
Rome, but a strong appeal to Athanasius at Alexandria 
to excite a movement among the Bishops of the West 

• * Basil is here referring to a speech of Dhmede, to Agamemnon, in 
the 9th bonk of the Iliad, where, speaking of Achilles, he says: — 

Mi} otpiXec. \iaaea9ai aavpova UnXfiatva, 
Muptd fjoipa Siowc. '6 &"ayqi>o>p *ci lent «X\wf, 
Npp ail fiiv iro\v puWov ayyvoyiuav Ivijk'jc. 

— lloiiK-r's Iliad ix., 604. 
" Thy supplications to the valiant son 
Of Pel> ua. and the oflvr nf thy sifts 
Innunlerous, iia I been better fir withheld. 
II*; la At ail times haughry, atid thy suit 
Ha'h but increased his haughtiness of heart 
Past bounds.*' 

— Cowper's Homer, 8>5. 

* " Mint venit in mentem iltad Diomedis uvvrpari* ur) v<bi\tc\ia- 
VeaOal Siori, cjrjffip, oyrjvtop to*rii/6dvf)n. N.onrevera.tnimi 
elati, dum nbseqiiiocolunue.s dim arrotfancores fieri solint. M-mim si 
nobis placetur i/omi a-, qnonam alio adminculo indiiremus ? Sin 
autem perse erct ra pei.quiilMnibisprsesiclium -upercilii Occ dentalis 
(im't jSoi)9tia tiulv riji. Soriicijc dfnvAc. ;) Qui ve.itatem 
neuue noma, Deque dii-cere voluut (ui to uXnOic, ovrtioaatv, 
ovrt ua&tiv dve^ovrat), sed falsi* suspemnibus ptavecu. 
pati e-id<-in nunc faciunr, ac prius in M-trc-'ilf causa, in qua cum homi- 
hibus veritatem sibi i.untiaiilibus delitiitaiutir, hteresiul vero per 
seipsns cunftrmaruut. Ego U*e cltra cummunem fnrrnam ad eorum 
cor pii%um .scribere vol.bam, de rebus qudem ecclnstasticts nihil, 
pisi quat^nus subobscure iiisinna.ss.-m, neque iilos de rebus nostiis 
vera noase, neque viam qu i addiscere possinr, amiilecti ; ac (f^neratim 
admlnu^em hominiblis, quos ti-n'utione-safrtixerunt, insultan-lam non 
esse, neuus dignitatem sestiniindam suurbi.im; quod neccalum v 1 
onlcum id valet, ut iutinicus Deo attic at." — Epia. 2 : 10, Euscbto Episc. 
SauosafiTnm, p. 533. loin lii- Ben Ed. 

' "Et alibi de Komana Ecclesi.s dical. Odi fastum ill'tis ecc'esise •' 
— Baron. Annates. Ad. Ann. 372, seel. 3?, torn. Iv., p 32 j. Antwerp, 
1651. 

. ' '■ Fortasa* rebus eommunibns non nihil acceaserit utilltaiis, lm- 
perifore multiruiii'iis auctorifafe n revt rente et populis unique ipsos 
'Bine dubio aeqneotibits.' — Idem Ep. t;6, p. V27. 

• The Church of Rome in tier i<rimitive purity, atompared with the 
Chnrc-'i of Rome at the present dav, J. H. Hopkins, Bishop of Ver- 
mont, U.S. Riv'njjton, London, 18J9, p. 261. 



in general, which nvght favourably influence the Eastern 
Empire and the people at large ; but if, as you (Roman 
isls) suppose, the whole Church ihroughout the world 
was placed from the beginning, by Divine authority, under 
the government of Peter and the Romtn Bishop, what 
bad Basil to do with bf seeching Athanasius to excite ihe 
compassion of the Western Bishops in his behalf ? In 
such a case he would have had a legal right to the protec- 
tion of Rome, and could not have anticipated the want of 
willingness on the part of the Western Bishops to take 
the same care of heresy in the East that they had done in 
the West, among themselves ; so that we here have the 
plainest evidence that there was no such thing as Roman 
supremacy over the Catholic Church in the mind of Bas.l ; 
that the dominion of one Church as the mcther and mis- 
tre<s Church' of the whole Christian world was perfectly 
unknown to him ; and that the patriarchs of the E ist anrl 
West could not affect each other by any ecclesiastical 
rule of subordination, but only by that influence which 
sympathy produces amoDgst bodus mutually independent 
and free.*' 

In another Epistle to Athanasius (No. 09, p. 231-2, 
sec, 1), in which Basil again speaks of applying to the 
Bishop of Rome, it is remarkable that he addresses 
Athanasius as the "■head of all' (t3o--r<p ir< Kopvipii* 
tuv o\i»v), and the " counsellor and leader of every 
thing" (<(ii trot o-«/ij8ovXa> re X9 r l cal V il ^ a *"' 'It 1 ^"' 
ruJD TrpaStc.'j'), and explains that what he wants in the 
deputies he asks for, is mildness and moderation of 
speech; and especially that they should bring with them 
a copy of what was done in the We*t to annul the acts 
of the Arian Council of Ariuiinum. We give the whole 
passage in the note." 

We regret that our space precludes ns from going more 
fully into these truly interesting and instructive letters ; 
but we think we have given enough from them to show 
that the conclusion which another recent and able writer* 
has drawn from these remarkable records is true ; " that 
the ' chair of Peter' had no place in Basil's mind ; he neither 
expec ed nordesiretl any other assistance from Home but what 
should atiie fromaclive sympathy, and the strenuous exer- 
tions of her vast influence to solve the doubts and mitigate 
fhesufferincs of the orthodox Churches intheEasr. But, in- 
stead of that sympathy and fellowship, he met wiih super- 
cilious neglect, and, therefore, boldly pronounced her to 
have thereby disqualified herself as a mediator, and to 
have forfeited the confidence of It's communion, which, 
under uny other circumstances, would havo joy fully and 
gratefully accepted her support." 

We doubt if among the many convincing proofs which 
the records of antiquity furnish of the falschooi of the 
Hi man claims to universal dominion, there is any more 
completely satisfactory or conclusive than is to be found in 
the writings of this great Father, himself admitted to be a 
Saint by the Church of Home itself. 

We have merely to add to our brief historical sketch, 
that St. Basil died upon the 1st of January. A. P. 37!)," 
and that, notwithstanding his many efforts to restore 
peace to the Church, even the schism at Antioch was not 
concluded till nine months after his death. 



WHY ARE WE PROTESTANTS? 
In other words, Why are we not Roman Cathi lies? 

We shall answer this question as briefly and plainly as 
we can. 

1. In the first place, we cannot agree with the Church 
of Rome as to the Rle of Fuilh. She holds that this Rule 
consists of two distinct and independent parts, each of 
which is to bo received with the same pious affection and 
reverence', viz., the written word of God contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, and the unwrilttn word preserved and 
handed down by the Tradition of the Church. We reject 
the latter, because we have no evidence of its divine origi- 
nal or aullioriiy. The Bible, whose divine original and 
authority are unquestioned, not only recognises no Rule 
of Faith beside itself, but condemns both expressly and 
implicitly any and every ultimate standard of Faith and 

B " Nobis alltetn operte pretium esse visum est, ad episcopum 
R'imse stribfrc, ut res nostras iuvibat, et c insilium dare (*ai Soiivat 
yvbipnv), nt cum iliiuc communi ac S'yno.lico dtctto aliquosmitti 
dilhVile sit; ipS'j hoc negotiant suo marts utrcrediutnr, rliitens iwrnint'S 
id'ineos ail eos. qui apud nos p^rvcrsi sunt. Imitate ar attimi constartiia 
corritremlos ; ante ei altemperate viintil s°rmime, se* umqne habentes 
qittecumque tost Ariittineuae Concilium g.siu sunt ad corum qua? />er rim 
lilie acta tuerant dta-olutiunem ; iiqiie. ne ; '.t:;e ccientecitr.i strip turn 
per mate line aivenlant, ut opiiiiomm inimic-iruia pacispite?ertant." 
—Id. lorn, iii., p. 232. We may just observe here, that both Dupin 
and Cave wi'te led Into error as to tbi> ps*sac;e, :n supposing that what 
St. Kastt required was tiiat these tieuuui-s sm.uld bung with litem the 
Canons of Ariniinum, in order that tlu-y should he mil led — See Eceie 
Hist., vol. I., p *30, Cave's Primitive F itliers, Life of Athanasius, vol. 
ii , p. 189. Dupin and Cave both wrote b-. tore the Henediclinesliad 
published theii edition of St. Basil. The old leading was ri i i v 'Aiu- 
1/tptaV whereas, the Benedictines show from sixold coi.ices that tlie 
correct reading is ri j aird ' Aptjul OV, referiing to the proceedings 
or the Council held by Damasus in3G9, ik-clarinc those of Aiiminnm in 
359 to be of no tore. 1 . Ti.is letter w;»s wiitten probably in 371, nut 
two years af er tte Council in 3(9, and whin the orthodox Bishops in 
the Kast were naturally anxious to have an attthent c repurl of pro- 
ce edinus in tlie We.st against their common toes the Arians. 

* Mr. Greenwood on ihe Cathedra Petri, chap. x„ p. 233. C. J. 
Stewart, Londoo. 185 i. 

w Fi>r an Inti-r. sling account of the death and funeral of St. Basil, 
s?e Cave*- lite, vol. ii., p. 255, where his epitaplt by Gregory Naiian- 
zen is also given. 

• ''fan pietatis affectu ac reverentfa suscipit et veneratar."— Deer. 
Cone. Trid. SeM. iv. 



Morals except itself. The existing records of early Chris- 
tian antiqu'ny prove convincingly that the Scriptures alone 
were regarded by the primitive Church as the soutce and 
the test of all true doctrine. The proof of these positions 
we have already given at length in the pages of the Catho- 
lic Layman. 1 ' We now simply state the result of our 
investigations, as our first reason for being I'rotestanis. 

2. We cannot agree with the Church of Home as to 
what constitutes the written trnro* of God. We reject 
certain books and portions of books as apocryphal and 
uncanonical, which she receives as of equal authority with 
the rest. We reject them because they formed no part of tho 
Canon of the Jewish Church, which our blessed Lor I and 
His Apostles sanctioned; and because they were never 
received as inspired documents by the Christian Church at 
large, and never by any considerable portion of it till the 
lCih century, when the Council of Trent canonized them 
in its 4th session. Wc cannot ucce;jtthc Cliurch of Home's 
definition as to what is divinely inspired Scripture." This 
is a second reason why wc are Prote-tunts. 

3. We cannot agree with the t hurch of Rome as to tho 
nature of the Cliurch. She holds that in its essmce the 
true Church is an rxtcrnal, visible society, and that i«> 
lernal virtues are not requisite in order to constitute a 
member of the true Church. u She holds, moreover, that 
the Church has one visihle caillily head and supr, me 
governor, the Bishop of Koine, who, by Divine tight, is 
invested with these functions, as the vicar of L'hri-i upon 
earth. We maintain, on the other hand, that the essenr* 
of the true Church consists in what is internal spiritual, 
and invisible, except so lar as tho inner life manifests 
itself on the outer life and character of the believer. 
We maintain, further, that the Chuich has no visible, 
eirthly head and supreme governor, and that Christ 
alone is its invisible Head and ruler. We deny that the 
Bishop of Home has any claim whalsoever to be regarded 
as invested, de jure d/vino, with these functions. We 
cannot find a pnrtic'o of evidence in Scripture to prove 
that ho is, by divit.'o appointment, tho successor of St. 
Peter and the Vicar of Christ." .Nor can wo find in the 
records of Christian antiquity any evidence I lint he was 
acknowledged de fmto as tho one and supreme head of 
the Christian Church ; on the contrary, we have abun- 
dant testimony in those records to show that the supre- 
macy of the l'ope was a doetriite absolutely unknown to 
the Church for many centuries, and not even asserted 
by the Uishops of Home themselves ' We further differ 
from the Church of Rome as to the cxis'cnce in the 
Church of a Irihunal which is divinely constituted as the 
inja'tibleju'lgeolcontrovvny, and the infallible expositor 
ol Scripture ; much more do we priiiest against the doc- 
trine of the Chuich or Bishop of Rome being invested 
with such functions. As the notion of ihe Infallibility 
of the Church (of Home) is the mainstay of t' e liomish 
eccb siastical system, so have we devoted to its discussion 
a proportionate amount of our time and our space. In 
looking over our Indices we find that in every one of our 
volumes the subject occupies a prominent place, and the 
result of oar intestigations on this head, as well as of 
the others connected with the nature of the Church, is, 
that the evidence against the Romish, views on this sub- 
ject is so overpowering that it furnishes another reason 
why we ought to be, as we are, Protestants, and not 
Roman Catholics. 

. 4. We cannot agree with the Church of Rome as to the- 
State of man prior to the fall. She teaches that the "ori- 
ginal righteousness" (originalis jtistitia) which Adam 
possessed before he fell was not something connatural with 
tnsn, not an intrinsic and inherent characteristic of his un- 
fillen humanity, but an adventitious ornament, an extrinsic, 
accidental, and suptrnaturat gift superadded by God. s We 
hold that the moral rectitude of man before the fall (his 
original righteousness) was not something extrinsic, acci- 
dental, supernatural, and superadded to his original con- 
stitution, but the natural result of his physical and mental 
constitution, whilst his various appetites and faculties were 
in exnet proportion, and all subservient to the higher prin- 
ciples of reason and conscience. This difference is not a 
merely abstract or speculative one. but of the utmost prac- 
tical moment ; inasmuch ns on it depends ihe widely diver- 

b Vide e. e, vol. i., pn PI, li 9, 13fJ. 

c tin l>ie Apocryjha, vid., vol. ii., p. Ill, 1.'5; vol. iii., p. I; vol. Iv., 
pn. CS. 8). 

'a "Tins.'' slijs lUT.armin.', tie Eccl. Milit. c. 2, " is the distinction 
beiween mir opinio-) and all others, t hot tltey require internal virtnea 
(i e., th<- operation of the Spin! in h • h-:art) to constitute any person- 
a member of Ihe C oireii ; but wc <hmj th-jt any internal virtus is re- 
tfu site to entitle a man to b ■ CilJed a member ot the tiu ■•■ Cliurch, but 
only an Mf.-j-n.-itpTof.s-ion of fait':, and that participation ot the Sacra- 
ments which is perceptible by the somea." 

c 'I'll u the Par.aey, as an instituii- n, did not becin to develope Itself 
till ifie fuunh century is caiul dly admitted by Or. Newman, Mr. WH- 
berforce, and other z< ainus Komanis:.*. " Fusi,"says Dr. Newman 
(Development, p. l f 5), **rh--' pn-vtr if Ihe Bishop atroie, then the 
f-ower of ihe l'ope " " A'or would a Pope arise but in proportion u 
tha Chorch was consolidated, '—p. 145. " I tie I'dpacy dec-cm to fern 
:is so"n as the empire rsleased i.s tyrannous oppression of toe Church." 
-p 107. 

' On tite su'ject of the Church, vide vol. vl.pp. 14, 51, ICO. Oa 
the Supremacy of the Yo,e, vide vuls v., vl., vii , passim. 

6 file Council of Trent is very brief and Kuarded on this head. TUf 
question was one on which tfte schoolmen were divided; and tbw 
Katneia of the Cnun-.-il were, theref-re, unwilling to decide either way. 
They only say in general terms f Ij:-er. de pece. oriff. Seas, v.) that 
" toe first man immediately lost the hoi nesa an iigh|a;ousness (sane- 
litatein et justiliam), in which he had been constituted." They df 
not say in wtiat that holiness corais'eit. 'The Roman Catechism, how- 
ever, expressly says (I. 2, lb'; " turn originalis icslitilB admtrabilif 
donumaljiitu." 



